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Message from the Chair 
 
Where does the time go? 
 
I planned to welcome all of our new members with personal letters and Section pins. Unfortunately I 
never received notification of any new members.  There may be a problem with the new MLA 
member management system and I just didnôt receive the information.  If you are a new member to 
the Cancer Librarians Section and will be at the MLA Annual Meeting in Washington, DC, come 
ñGet Pinnedò. Our Section logo incorporates óCancer the Crabô from the zodiac. ñThink Greek!ò 
Come to the Sectionôs Business Meeting on Monday May 24, 2010 at 4:00 p.m. or to the Section 
Shuffle on Tuesday, May 25, 2010, at 5:00 p.m. In many ways we are just as connected to each 
other as any sorority or fraternity, with more things in common and a greater sharing of resources. 
Look for me at the Business Meeting and Section Shuffle. I have a ópinô for you as a new Section 
Member! 
 
Take note of the minutes from last yearôs business meeting on pages 12-13. Several projects we 
were not able to complete this year need Chairs and other volunteers. These include: 

 Committee to develop guidelines for the Ann Hutchinson Award ï award for service to the 
section ï need Chair and 1 or 2 members. 

 Dues reduction for librarians at NCI Designated libraries rejoining or becoming new 
members for one year. Margaret Vugrin brought up the possibility of offering a reduction 
of dues as an enticement to librarians at NCI Designed libraries. I brought this to the 
membership at the 2009 meeting and it was greeted with support by our membership.  
While MLA is in support of this, Ray Naegele reminded me to follow our by-laws on voting 
for dues. After reviewing the bylaws it is required that dues be voted on by the 
membership at the Annual Business Meeting. This will be an issue to vote on at the 2010 
Business Meeting. 

 Committee to contact all NCI-Designated libraries to encourage their membership in the 
Cancer Librarians ï need Chair and 1 or 2 members. This project was put on hold due to 
the dues question that will be addressed at the Business Meeting in Washington DC.  

 Fundraising committee ï Chair ï Julia Esparza ï I would like to train some other people to 
participate in this process so we could possibly expand. Please let me know! 

 Membership Survey on what members would like as benefits - Chair and 1 or 2 members 

 Recommended Websites ï Individuals to assist in this ongoing project ï Frank Davis has 
been Chair of this committee for several years. Barbara Pilvin has volunteered to take 
over this task. Hopefully she will be calling on new people to assist with new topics and 
those who are maintaining them to keep up the good work.   

 Several individuals to work on updating the Core Cancer Library Resource List. Frank 
Davis is not going to rest. Frank will head up the Core Cancer Library Resource list. As 
budgets are being cut identifying a core list of resources will greatly benefit hospitals, 
small libraries and other institutions. 

We did gain support of the New England Journal of Medicine and Nature Publishing Group for the 
refreshments of our 2010 Annual Business Meeting. This is NEJMôs third year in supporting CLS.  
Also the manual of the CLS fundraising procedures was adapted by the PH/HA section and was 
also shared with the Section Council for other sections to benefit from the forms. 
 
I look forward to seeing all of you at our Sponsored Programs, Business Meeting, and the Section 
Shuffle. This yearôs theme is óReflect & Connectô. I have reflected. Now I look forward to seeing you 
so we can get connected! 

 
Julie Esparza, MLS, AHIP 

Cancer Section Chair 
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR-ELECT     

 

Providing Quality Complementary and Alternative Medicine Information to Cancer Patients 
  

This Cancer Librarians Section program at MLA2010, co-organized with CAM-SIG, and co-sponsored by CAPHIS, will be held 

on Monday May 24 from 2:30-4:00pm in the Cabinet Room, concourse level, at the Hilton Washington. 

  

I hope you will be able to join us as we learn about the provision of information about complementary and alternative therapy to 

cancer patients from our speakers, who offer different perspectives on CAM.  Please see below for program details. 

  

Christine Marton 

CLS Program Chair/Chair Elect 

cfmarton@gmail.com 

 

  

Title: Providing Quality Complementary and Alternative Medicine Information to Cancer Patients: The National Cancer 

Institute 

Jeffrey D. White, M.D. 

Director, Office of Cancer Complementary and Alternative Medicine,  

National Cancer Institute, NIH 

  

  

Title: A Patient Advocate Perspective ï Speaking with the Patient Voice 

By Ann E. Fonfa, President, The Annie Appleseed Project 

 

  

Title: ñProviding Quality Complementary and Alternative Medicine Information to Cancer Patientsò:  The Council for 

Responsible Nutrition 

Douglas óDuffyô MacKay, ND 

VP, Scientific and Regulatory Affairs 

Council for Responsible Nutrition 

 

 

Title: Evaluating the Reliability of Information on Complementary and Alternative Medicine for Cancer Patients  

Christine F. Marton, Sessional Instructor, Faculty of Information, University of Toronto, Toronto, ON, Canada 

 

          
 

mailto:cfmarton@gmail.com
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CANCER LIBRARIANS SECTION 2010 MLA EVENTS 

 

Cancer Librarians Section Business Meeting  
Time: Monday, May 24, 2010, 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM  
Location: 2A, Second Floor 
 
For a snack we will have delicious Garden Fresh Vegetables with Creamy Ranch and French Onion Dipping 
Sauces, Cheddar, Swiss, Munster & Provolone Cheeses, French Bread & Gourmet Crackers, Fresh Whole Fruit 
and Apple, Cranberry and Orange Juice for Drinks.   
 

Section Shuffle  
Time: Tuesday, May 25, 2010, 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM  
Location: Georgetown, Concourse Level  
 
Come join Julia Esparza, Christine Marton and other Cancer Librarians at the Section Shuffle.  Bring a friend who 
might be interested in signing up!!! 
 

Cancer Librarians Section Programs 
 
Providing Quality Complementary and Alternative Medicine Information to Cancer Patients 
Time: Monday, May 24, 2010, 2:30 PM - 4:00 PM 
Location: Cabinet, Concourse Level 
Primary Sponsor: Cancer Librarians Section 
Cosponsors: Consumer and Patient Health Information Section and Complementary and Alternative Medicine SIG  
 

Presentations 
 

Title: Providing Quality Complementary and Alternative Medicine Information to Cancer 
Patients 
Jeffrey D. White, M.D., Director, Office of Cancer Complementary and Alternative Medicine, National Cancer Institute, 
NIH 
  
Abstract: 
Cancer patients and other people interested in cancer prevention or treatment often search for, or incidentally encounter, 
information about ñunconventionalò or ñalternativeò cancer therapies or complementary therapies that might offer palliation 
of symptoms or improvement of quality of life.  Such information derives from a various sources and is developed for 
various purposes.  The National Cancer Instituteôs Physician Data Query (PDQ) is a group of several online information 
products which address a series of topics, including Complementary and Alternative Medicine (CAM).  The PDQ contains 
separate lines of products developed for healthcare practitioners and patients.  The PDQôs CAM Editorial Board develops, 
reviews and updates these summaries.  NCIôs Office of Cancer Complementary and Alternative Medicine (OCCAM) has a 
Communications and Outreach Program which maintains a website with a Health Information section which directs 
viewers to the PDQ summaries as well as other resources developed by government entities and sites maintained by 
NCI-grantees such as NCI-designated cancer centers.   
 

Title: Providing Quality Complementary and Alternative Medicine Information to Cancer 
Patients  
Presentation Time: Monday, May 24, 2010, 2:30 PM - 3:05 PM  
Douglas MacKay, Vice President, Scientific and Regulatory Affairs, Council for Responsible Nutrition, Washington, DC  
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Description: Nearly half of Americans will get cancer during their lifetime, and many of these individuals will seek some 
form of complementary and alternative medicine (CAM) to supplement conventional medical therapies. Many of these 
practices--including traditional Chinese medicine, naturopathic medicine, and others--often include the recommendation 
for dietary supplements by their respective licensed practitioners. However, patients who are not under the care of CAM 
practitioners often are curious about the benefits of dietary supplements and seek information about these products on 
their own.The Council for Responsible Nutrition (CRN), a Washington, DC-based trade association representing the 
dietary supplement industry, consistently advocates for the responsible use of supplements as part of a healthy lifestyle. 
While it is not lawful or appropriate for companies to market dietary supplements as ñtreating, curing, or preventingò any 
disease--including cancer--science suggests dietary supplements support overall health and vitality, which plays an 
important role for cancer patients and survivors. Douglas MacKay, vice president of scientific and regulatory affairs for 
CRN, will discuss how his organization disseminates evidence-based information about dietary supplements to the public. 
In addition, MacKay will discuss a CRN self-regulatory initiative, developed to increase consumer confidence in the truth 
and accuracy of advertising claims. This program is designed to challenge potentially false and misleading advertising 
claims, including false cancer-curing claims. 
 

Title: A Patient Advocate Perspective: Speaking with the Patient Voice  
Presentation Time: Monday, May 24, 2010, 3:05 PM - 3:40 PM  
Ann Fonfa, President, Annie Appleseed Project, DelRay Beach, FL  
 
Description: Ann Fonfa became interested in natural approaches to cancer treatment after her breast cancer diagnosis in 
1993. By 1999, she established a website for the Annie Appleseed Project and, in 2003, founded the organization as a 
nonprofit. The mission is to provide information on complementary and alternative medicine (CAM) and natural and 
integrative therapy. Fonfa's work has been in presenting the available evidence to audiences who have not accessed the 
journals and other sources that she and her cadre of volunteers locate. The website has thousands of pages of 
information, has ten thousand links, and is a resource for ninety thousand visitors each month. 
 

Title: Evaluating the Reliability of Information on Complementary and Alternative Medicine for 
Cancer Patients  
Presentation Time: Monday, May 24, 2010, 3:40 PM - 4:00 PM  
Christine F. Marton, Sessional Instructor, Faculty of Information, University of Toronto, Toronto, ON, Canada  
 
Objective: The objective of this study is to evaluate the reliability of information on the web about complementary and 
alternative medicine (CAM) as it pertains to cancer patients. 
Methods: Consumer health information is available on many types of websites: government health departments, 
professional or practitioner associations, disease associations or societies, libraries, and commercial entities. In this study, 
the websites of national government health departments or agencies, practitioner associations, and nongovernmental 
organizations in the United States, for both CAM and cancer respectively, are examined. These CAM and cancer 
websites are evaluated in terms of five reliability criteria: authoritativeness, trustworthiness, comprehensiveness, 
conformity with current guidelines, and currency (timeliness). The reliability assessment data is tabulated and websites 
are ranked from highest (10) to lowest (1). 
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Vaccine Information: The Role of the Library in Evaluation, Communication, and 
Dissemination 
Time: Tuesday, May 25, 2010, 2:00 PM - 3:30 PM 
Location:  Lincoln East, Concourse Level 
Primary Sponsor: Public Health/Health Administration Section  
Cosponsors: Cancer Librarians Section, Nursing and Allied Health Resources Section, Pharmacy and Drug Information 
Section, Veterinary Medical Libraries Section and Outreach SIG  
 

Presentations 
 

Title: Vaccine Update, United States, 2010: Recommendations, Concerns, and Future 
Directions  
Presentation Time: Tuesday, May 25, 2010, 2:05 PM - 2:20 PM  
Ray Strikas, Captain, National Vaccine Program Office, US Public Health Service, Washington, DC  
 
Description: Ray Strikas will discuss current vaccine recommendations for children and adults and highlight some recent 
concerns about vaccines, including increasing number of vaccines given to children, the continuing (and data suggest 
false) concerns about vaccines causing or precipitating autism, and the lack of data for long-term follow-up comparison 
between vaccinated and unvaccinated children. 
 

Title: The Health Consequences and Sociological Issues Surrounding HPV and the HPV 
Vaccine  
Presentation Time: Tuesday, May 25, 2010, 2:20 PM - 2:35 PM  
Annabelle Nunez, Assistant Librarian, Arizona Health Sciences Library; Martha Monroy, Program Coordinator, College 
of Medicine; University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ  
 
Objective: The library in collaboration with the universityôs womenôs studies department and college of public health, the 
public library, a Centers for Disease Control and Prevention REACH grantee, and the county health department 
coordinated Spanish/English informational forums on cervical cancer, human papilloma virus (HPV), and the vaccine. A 
panel of experts discussed the health consequences and sociological issues surrounding HPV and the HPV vaccine. 
Methods: The academic forum covered current and cutting-edge medical and social science research on HPV and the 
controversies about the vaccine. The target audience included health researchers, practitioners and educators, feminist 
scholars, and college/graduate students. Following the panel discussion and presentations, the community forum 
participants had the opportunity to ask in-depth questions in facilitated breakout sessions with health care professionals 
and community health workers/promotoras. Families were targeted for these forums. The breakout sessions were split up 
by youth, males, and parents/adults. A few health agencies exhibited at each forum providing information. The Spanish 
language forum was held in a community center and the English forum in a public library in a community just outside a 
larger metropolitan city. This presentation will outline the planning process, outreach efforts, and collaborative aspects 
and funding mechanism for this partnership. 
 

Title: Myths and Misperceptions about Vaccines and the Data Sources That Fuel Them  

Presentation Time: Tuesday, May 25, 2010, 2:35 PM - 2:55 PM  
Alexandra Stewart, Assistant Research Professor, Department of Health Policy, School of Public Health, George 
Washington University, Washington, DC  
 
No Abstract Present. 
 

Title: Vaccine Communication Challenges and Strategies During the 2009-2010 Influenza 
Season  
Presentation Time: Tuesday, May 25, 2010, 2:55 PM - 3:10 PM  
Kristine Sheedy, Head, Health Communications Office, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta, GA  
 
No Abstract Present.  
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CLS MEMBERS IN THE NEWS 

Á After 22 years at Fox Chase Cancer Center, on 

September 29, 2009, Karen Albert began her new 

job as Library Director of Philadelphia University. 

She continues as Chair of MLAôs Scholarly 

Communications Committee. 

 

Á Christine Marton is a reviewer for the journal, 

Evidence Based Library and Information Practice, 

and an editor for the Journal of Hospital 

Librarianship.  

 

Á Mark Vrabel has been actively publishing the 

ñQuestion Markò column, which debuted with the 

November 2009 issue of ONS Connect (ISSN 1935-

1623). http://www.onsconnect.org/question-mark 

 

Á The 2009 book Bibliometrics and Citation Analysis: 

From the Science Citation Index to Cybermetrics 

was reviewed by Mark Vrabel in Oncology Nursing 

Forum 2009 Nov 36(6). 

 

Á In May 2009, Mark Vrabel earned the ELS (Editor 

in the Life Sciences) credential from the Board of 

Editors in the Life Sciences. 

 

Á Margaret Vugrin has been asked to serve as a 

media coordinator for the Cancer Nutrition Network 

for Texas (CNNT). CNNT has created a Cancer 

Care Passport, http://www.ttuhsc.edu/cnnt/ 

>resources> cancer care passport. CNNT would like 

to know what other institutions are producing of this 

nature. Any information (or samples) from your 

institution should be sent to Margaret. 

 

 
 

 

CLS ELECTION RESULTS 

In February the Cancer Librarians Section held its election 
for Chair-Elect, Treasurer, and Nominee to Nominating 
Committee.  I am very pleased to announce the results! 

Chair-Elect (Program Chair) ï Stephanie Fulton, MSIS, 
AHIP 

Treasurer ï Margaret Vugrin, MSLS, AHIP 

Nominee for the Nominating Committee ï Gail Y. Hendler, 
MLS, AHIP 

Margaret Vugrin 

Nominating Committee Chair 

http://www.onsconnect.org/question-mark
http://www.ttuhsc.edu/cnnt/
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PROPOSED BYLAWS CHANGES FOR THE CANCER LIBRARIANS SECTION 

Strike through (example) indicates words to be removed from current Bylaws. Italics (example) indicate words to be added 
to current Bylaws. Each change lists the rationale for the change. 
 
ARTICLE III. Membership 
Section 2. Rights and Privileges 
 

A Voting members of this Section shall consist of all members, except that only Voting Members of the Medical 
Library Association shall be qualified to move or to vote on recommendations to the Section Council regarding 
MLA Policies or actions or to vote on the selection of a candidate for the MLA Nominating Committee, or to vote 
on the selection of the Sectionsô Representative and Representative-Elect to the Section Council.  

 
Rationale: Section Council voted to eliminate the elective positions of Section Council Representative and 
Representative-Elect. This change brings wording into conformity with MLA Model Bylaws. 

 
ARTICLE IV. Officers 
Section 1. Officers and Terms of Office 
 

A Elective officers of the Section shall be a Chair, a Chair-Elect, an Immediate Past-Chair, a Secretary, and a 
Treasurer, a Representative to the Section Council, and a Representative-Elect to the Section Council.  

 
Rationale: Section Council voted to eliminate the elective positions of Section Council Representative and 
Representative-Elect. This change brings wording into conformity with MLA Model Bylaws. 

 
E The term of office of the Representative to the Section Council shall be three years, a one-year term as 
Representative-Elect, and a two-year term as Representative, except that if the Representativeôs term be made 
shorter by action of the Council or the Bylaws of the Medical Library Association, the term will coincide with that 
action.  The Immediate Past-Chair and the Chair shall represent the Section on Section Council. The Immediate 
Past-Chair shall be the Voting Member of the Council. The term of office to the Section Council shall be two 
years, the first year in their role as Section Chair and the second year in their role as Section Immediate Past 
Chair.  

  
 Rationale: Section Council voted to eliminate the elective positions of Section Council Representative and 

Representative-Elect. This change reflects the changes made by Section Council and brings wording into 
conformity with MLA Model Bylaws. 
 

Section 2. Duties 
 

A The duties of the Chair shall be to preside over all meetings and to represent the Section at all times and on all 
occasions not in conflict with any other officerôs defined duties and responsibilities, to serve as a member of 
Section Council, to appoint the Newsletter Editoré [no further changes to remainder of this section] 

 
Rationale: adds additional duty as defined by Section Council. This change brings wording into conformity with 
MLA Model Bylaws. 

 
C  The duties of the Immediate Past-Chair shall be to represent the Section on the MLA Section Council by 
attending the meetings of the Council, to represent the Sectionsô interests during discussions, make motions, 
debate, and vote on Council issues on behalf of the Section, to transmit to the Council recommendations that 
have been approved by the Section, and to communicate Council business to the officers and membership of the 
Section.  
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The Immediate Past-Chair shall act as Chair of the Nominating Committee, which is responsible for presenting a 
slate of officers for the following year. The Immediate Past-Chair shall also serve as liaison to the MLA 
Membership Committee.   

 
Rationale: adds additional duty as defined by Section Council. This change brings wording into conformity with 
MLA Model Bylaws.  
 
F The duties of the Representative to the Section Council shall be to represent the Section on the MLA Section 
Council by attending the meetings of the Council, to represent the Sectionsô interests during discussions, make 
motions, debate, and vote on Council issues on behalf of the Section, to transmit to the Council recommendations 
that have been approved by the Section, and to communicate Council business to the officers and membership of 
the Section. 
 
Rationale:  The elective position of Representative to the Section Council has been eliminated by Section 
Council. 
 
G. The duties of the Representative-Elect to the Section Council shall be to attend the meetings of the section 
Council, to serve a Representative whenever the Representative is unable to do so, and to assume the office of 
Representative and serve out the unexpired term should the Representative become unable to complete the term 
of office.  
 
Rationale:  The elective position of Representative-Elect to the Section Council has been eliminated by Section 
Council. 
 

Section 4.  Vacancies 
 

B  A vacancy arising in the office of Representative to the Section Council shall be filled by the Representative-
Elect, who shall cease to be Representative-Elect and shall serve out the unexpired term of the Representative. 
 
When the Immediate Past-Chair is unable to attend the Section Council meeting, the Section Chair may vote. 
When neither the Section Immediate Past-Chair nor the Section Chair is able to attend the Section Council 
meeting, the Section may appoint another Section officer as the proxy who will represent the Sectionôs interests 
during discussions, make motions, debate, and vote on Council issues on behalf of the Section. Appointment of a 
proxy must follow the guidelines developed by the Sectionsô Board of Directors.  
 
Rationale:  The elective positions of Representative and Representative-Elect to the Section Council have been 
eliminated by Section Council. The new wording reflects the changes made by Section Council and brings 
wording into conformity with MLA Model Bylaws.  

 
 Section 5. Candidate for the MLA Nominating Committee 

A. The name of one Cancer Librarians Section member who is a Regular Voting Member of the Medical Library 
Association, chosen by the Nominating Committee, shall be submitted each year to the Section Council as a 
potential candidate for membership on the MLA Nominating Committee. 

 
Rationale: adds wording to clarify that the Nominee must be a member of the Section. 

 
ARTICLE VII. Committees 
 
Section 1. Standing Committees  
C. The Nominating Committee shall consist of at least a total of three (3) members, with the Sectionôs Immediate Past-
Chair acting as Chair of this Committee. Members are appointed by the Immediate Past-Chair, with the approval of the 
Board of Directors. This committee shall be responsible for presenting a slate of officers for the following year. [N.B. 
Neither the Chair nor the Chair-Elect shall serve on or appoint members to the Nominating Committee. Robert's Rules of 
Order Newly Revised. 1990, p. 425] 

 
Rationale: brings wording into conformity with MLA Model Bylaws.  
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Note: There was discussion at our recent business meeting about amending the Bylaws to include some named 
committees. In our current bylaws, only the Nominating Committee is named (Section 1, C) in the Bylaws.  
 
By not naming any other specific committees, this gives each Section the leeway to decide which committees 
they need, if any, without having to revise their bylaws every time a committee is formed or disbanded.  
 
Section 1, A states ñthe Board of Directors shall establish standing committeesé, recommend the name and size 
of each committee, and set the length of the term of appointment.ò  
 
Section 1, B states ñthe Chair, in consultation with the Board shall designate and announce committee members 
and chairs in advance of the beginning of his or her term of office and when these appointments shall take effect. 
The Chair shall have the discretion to terminate appointments.ò  
 
Finally, the Model Section Bylaws only names the Nominating Committee as a standing committee of a Section, 
and the wording we have in our current bylaws in Section 1, A & B,  is consistent with their wording regarding any 
and all other Section Committees. 

 
ï Barbara Henry, Secretary 

 

       
 

    


